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Spotlight: The Security Network

Question and Answer: The County Supervisor’s office
RRoonn  RRoobbeerrttss,,  CCoouunnttyy

SSuuppeerrvviissoorr  ——  DDiissttrriicctt  44

On Jan. 9, 2007, Ron
Roberts was sworn-in to
serve his fourth term on the
San Diego County Board of
Supervisors. On the same
day, his colleagues also
selected him to serve as the
board’s chairman in 2007.
One of his major goals is to
create a true regional com-
munications system, which
would allow emergency
responders and dispatchers
to communicate with one
another during a major dis-
aster. In addition, earlier this
year he proposed a sweeping
vision for San Diego’s down-
town waterfront that would
provide for greater public
access to the waterfront
along the North Embarc-
adero. The Security Network
sat down with Roberts to
garner his perspective on
maritime security in the San
Diego region and how it
relates to economic develop-
ment of our region.

WWhhyy  iiss  tthhee  PPoorrtt  iimmppoorrttaanntt
ttoo  tthhee  ccoouunnttyy  ooff  SSaann  DDiieeggoo??

The Port is a hub of com-
merce and tourism that
reflects the quality of life
here in the San Diego

region. It is an economic
engine as well as a beautiful
recreation center for all who
live here.

WWhhaatt  iiss  yyoouurr  vviissiioonn  ooff
mmaarriittiimmee  sseeccuurriittyy  ffoorr  tthhee
SSaann  DDiieeggoo  rreeggiioonn??

I think we need to start
with the bigger regional pic-
ture. A number of metropol-
itan clusters have “risk fac-
tors,” but our region has a
plethora of them — a num-
ber of military installations,
an international border, a
vibrant shipping port, a
thriving tourism industry
and a nuclear reactor. When
you take a broad view of our
region, you see how critical
security is to the numerous
entry points into the region.

TThhee  SSeeccuurriittyy  NNeettwwoorrkk
oorrggaanniizzeedd  aa  sseeccuurriittyy  mmiissssiioonn
ttoo  SSaann  DDiieeggoo  ffrroomm  VVaann--
ccoouuvveerr,,  BBrriittiisshh  CCoolluummbbiiaa,,  iinn
22000077  aanndd  aa  mmaarriittiimmee  tteecchh--
nnoollooggyy  mmiissssiioonn  ffrroomm  SStt..
JJoohhnn’’ss  NNLL  iinn  22000088..  TThhee
SSeeccuurriittyy  NNeettwwoorrkk  iiss  ccoonnssiidd--
eerriinngg  mmaarriittiimmee  aanndd  sseeccuurriittyy
mmiissssiioonnss  ttoo  SSaann  DDiieeggoo  ffrroomm
AAuussttrraalliiaa,,  CCaannaaddaa,,  FFrraannccee
aanndd  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  KKiinnggddoomm  ffoorr
22000099..  DDoo  yyoouu  tthhiinnkk  iitt  iiss
iimmppoorrttaanntt  tthhaatt  ccoommppaanniieess
aanndd  ccoouunnttrriieess  aarroouunndd  tthhee
wwoorrlldd  aarree  iinnccrreeaassiinnggllyy  rreeccoogg--

nniizziinngg  SSaann  DDiieeggoo  aass  tthhee  lleeaadd--
iinngg  ddeeffeennssee//sseeccuurriittyy//mmaarr--
iittiimmee  tteecchhnnoollooggyy  cceenntteerr  iinn
tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess??

I think these missions are
a huge, positive recognition
for our region. It is really a
compliment when people
come to observe and learn
from initiatives and innova-
tions that we have created
within our community. We
pride ourselves here in the
San Diego region as the cen-
ter of knowledge-based
industries — telecom, high-
tech, biotech and security.
Our excellence in security
innovation is worthy of shar-
ing, as is the learning we will
benefit from as these groups
bring their ideas and inno-
vations into our community.

WWhhaatt  ccaann  tthhee  cciittyy  aanndd
ccoouunnttyy  ddoo  ttoo  pprroommoottee  SSaann
DDiieeggoo  aass  aa  nnaattiioonnaall  aanndd
iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  sseeccuurriittyy  tteecchh--
nnoollooggyy  tteessttbbeedd??

Continue to do what we are
doing — striving to create the
cutting-edge systems that
draw a national and interna-
tional audience, and sending
our people to the other cen-
ters of excellence and inno-
vation internationally.

In February 2000, the
county and UCSD held a

major national conference
on bio-terrorism. We had
identified this as a tremen-
dous concern and identified
the Port as a significant
potential target. We were
ahead of the time when we
convened this conference
and have remained at the
leading edge of innovation
of security technology.

I think it is less about pro-
motion, and more about set-
ting the good example as a
leader of security innovation.

WWhhaatt  rroollee  hhaass  TThhee
SSeeccuurriittyy  NNeettwwoorrkk  ppllaayyeedd  ——
aanndd  wwhhaatt  rroollee  sshhoouulldd  iitt  ppllaayy
——  iinn  pprroommoottiinngg  SSaann  DDiieeggoo
aass  aann  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  sseeccuurriittyy
ffoorruumm  aanndd  iinn  pprroommoottiinngg
mmoorree  eeffffeeccttiivvee  rreeggiioonnaall  sseeccuu--
rriittyy??

The Security Network is
an organization that can
bring together major players
and provide a forum to focus
on the important security
questions. We are blessed in
this region with companies
like SAIC, Qualcomm and
Northrop Grumman who are
proven “problem-solvers”
and innovators. Along with
our academic institutions,
they form the core of our
“can do” team.

SSoouurrccee  CCooddee::  2200008811111100ccrraa

Question and Answer:
The Port of San Diego

IIrreennee  MMccCCoorrmmaacckk,,  
AAssssiissttaanntt  VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt

The Port of San Diego was
created by the state
Legislature in 1962 to man-
age San Diego Bay and sur-
rounding waterfront land.
The Port is made up of
Imperial Beach, National
City, Chula Vista, San Diego
and Coronado waterfront
properties. While protecting
the Tidelands Trust
resources, the Port balances
economic benefits, communi-
ty services, environmental
stewardship and public safety
on behalf of California citi-
zens. The Security Network
sat down with Irene
McCormack, assistant vice
president of the Port of San
Diego to garner her thoughts
on the unique attributes of
the Port as it relates to inno-
vation in the security sector
and the importance of collab-
oration in solving global secu-
rity concerns.

WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  mmiissssiioonn  ooff  tthhee
PPoorrtt  ooff  SSaann  DDiieeggoo  aanndd  hhooww  ddoo
yyoouu  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  ffiitt  iinnttoo  tthhaatt??

As a state agency, our job is
to maintain the “balance on
the bay” — economic vitality
with security — by employing
best of breed technologies and
fostering collaboration. I
oversee the communications
for the Port and manage the
land use planning activities.

WWhhyy  iiss  tthhee  PPoorrtt  iimmppoorrttaanntt
ttoo  tthhee  rreeggiioonn??

We have a naval port, ship-
yard and maritime cargo ter-
minals for commercial ship-
ping that support a very
vibrant economy in the San
Diego region. The working
waterfront, which begins just
south of the San Diego
Convention Center, is growing
with over 19,000 family-sus-
taining wage earners. We have
a strong tourism environment
as well as active Navy and
Coast Guard installations.
With the dramatic turn-
around in goods manufac-
tured in the U.S. to offshore
manufacturing, we are seeing
dramatically increased cargo
trade through the Port.

HHooww  ddoo  wwee  bbaallaannccee  tthhee  pprroo--
mmoottiioonn  ooff  wwoorrlldd  ttrraaddee  wwiitthh
tthhee  nneeeedd  ffoorr  sseeccuurriittyy??

By definition, the two go
hand in hand in today’s world.
We work directly with the
Department of Homeland

Security and the Maritime
Administration to remain vig-
ilant in our security measures
and we work directly with the
global manufacturers and
local businesses to ensure we
are promoting efficient trade
and commerce practices.

DDooeess  sseeccuurriittyy  ccoommpplleemmeenntt
eeffffiicciieennccyy,,  oorr  iiss  iitt  aa  ccoommpplliiccaatt--
iinngg  ffaaccttoorr  tthhaatt  ddeettrraaccttss  ffrroomm
eeffffiicciieennccyy  ——  oorr  bbootthh??

Since security benefits all of
us, we have worked very coop-
eratively over the last seven
years to implement technolo-
gy improvements that guaran-
tee effectiveness and efficien-
cy in applying processes and
procedures that eliminate risk
and heighten security confi-
dence.

DDoo  yyoouu  sseeee  SSaann  DDiieeggoo  aass
wweellll  ssuuiitteedd  ttoo  bbee  aa  nnaattiioonnaall
aanndd  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  sseeccuurriittyy
tteecchhnnoollooggyy  tteessttbbeedd??  WWhhaatt  iiss
tthhee  rroollee  ooff  tthhee  PPoorrtt  ooff  SSaann
DDiieeggoo  iinn  tthhaatt  eeffffoorrtt??

We have the experts and
expertise in technology inno-
vation literally in our back
yard here in San Diego. Four
years ago, the Port entered
into a cooperative agreement
with the Navy and Coast
Guard for JHOC (San Diego
Joint Harbor Operations
Center) — an innovative, col-
laborative arrangement that
employs cooperation at the
highest level in managing
risk. The best minds in this
region have been contributors
to the technology and
processes we employ in
implementing security meas-
ures. We have set an example
and standard that is being
replicated in other ports
around the United States.

WWhhaatt  rroollee  hhaass  TThhee  SSeeccuurriittyy
NNeettwwoorrkk  ppllaayyeedd  ——  aanndd  wwhhaatt
rroollee  sshhoouulldd  iitt  ppllaayy  ——  iinn  pprroo--
mmoottiinngg  SSaann  DDiieeggoo  aass  aann  iinntteerr--
nnaattiioonnaall  sseeccuurriittyy  ffoorruumm  aanndd  iinn
pprroommoottiinngg  mmoorree  eeffffeeccttiivvee
rreeggiioonnaall  sseeccuurriittyy??

The Security Network has
provided a forum for local
participation as well as global
participation to share security
issues and concerns and col-
laborate on new solutions. I
believe that as The Security
Network grows, so will our
ability to rapidly employ tech-
nologies and policies that can
be tested in the San Diego
region and then deployed
worldwide.

SSoouurrccee  CCooddee::  2200008811111100ccrrbb

Question and Answer: Canadian Police Research Centre
SStteevvee  PPaallmmeerr,,  

EExxeeccuuttiivvee  DDiirreeccttoorr

Steve Palmer is executive
director of the Canadian
Police Research Centre
(CPRC) — a federal govern-
ment program under the
management of the Centre
for Security Science. The
center is a joint endeavor
between Defence Research
and Development Canada
and Public Safety Canada
that acts as a focal point for
the management and coor-
dination of federal science
and technology to respond
to Canada’s public safety and
security priorities. Since
1998, Steve has been respon-
sible for the strategic direc-
tions of the CPRC, fostering
national and international
relationships, and ensuring
the organization is focused
in responding to the needs
of the law enforcement and
first responder communi-
ties. The Security Network
spoke with Palmer on the
eve of his visit to San Diego
for the IACP and The
Security Network events this
week.

WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  mmiissssiioonn  ooff  tthhee
CCaannaaddiiaann  PPoolliiccee  RReesseeaarrcchh
CCeennttrree??

At the core, CPRC funds,
plans, conducts, applies and
promotes interdisciplinary
research and development to
address issues of concern to
the first responder and law
enforcement communities.
We look at the intersection
of hard science and technol-
ogy to identify solutions that
will strengthen police, fire
and emergency services
across Canada. We are also
active in the commercializa-
tion of technologies and
support a level of research
and development.

WWhhyy  iiss  iitt  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ffoorr
yyoouu  ttoo  aatttteenndd  tthhee
IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ooff
CChhiieeffss  ooff  PPoolliiccee  CCoonnffeerreennccee??

IACP is the largest gather-
ing of police executives, so
from a professional develop-
ment perspective alone it is
invaluable to network with
my peers from around the
world. The technology dis-
play is important to learn
about and test the newest
products and technologies
impacting the market. This
year we have a special reason
to attend. CPRC is receiving
an award for a unique proj-
ect we initiated called the
Canadian Interoperability
Technology Interest Group.

CCaann  yyoouu  ttaallkk  aabboouutt  tthhee
iimmpprreessssiioonn  ooff  SSaann  DDiieeggoo
iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaallllyy  aass  aa  cceenntteerr  ffoorr
llaaww  eennffoorrcceemmeenntt  aanndd  ffiirrsstt--
rreessppoonnddeerr  tteecchhnnoollooggiieess??

San Diego has the reputa-
tion as a center for excel-
lence in many fields (med-
ical, military, security, com-
munications) that impact
the evolution of equipment
and practices for law
enforcement. It is a rich
environment for nurturing
these technologies that
improve practices around
the world.

WWhhaatt  sseeggmmeenntt  ooff  llaaww
eennffoorrcceemmeenntt  aanndd  ffiirrsstt--
rreessppoonnddeerr  tteecchhnnoollooggyy  hhaass
mmaaddee  tthhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  iinnnnoovvaa--
ttiioonnss  iinn  tthhee  llaasstt  ffiivvee  yyeeaarrss??

I think advances in the
field of voice data communi-
cations have been incredible,
not only in the ability of
responders to share infor-
mation and communicate
but also in the protection of
communication. The inno-
vations have been driven
equally by technology and
training practices.

In Canada we have been
developing a police informa-
tion portal that allows offi-

cers to access records from
any part of the country in
real-time. The old procedure
required a message blast to
all departments across
Canada followed by a wait-
ing period for response.
Now, it is instantaneous for
law enforcement to check
records at a traffic stop or
street check. That is a pow-
erful advancement in the
field.

WWhhaatt  iiss  aa  mmaajjoorr  ccoonncceerrnn
ffoorr  mmaarriittiimmee  llaaww  eennffoorrccee--
mmeenntt  iinn  tthhee  nneexxtt  ffeeww  yyeeaarrss??

Improving the five W’s
(who, what, when, where,
why) to enhance situational
awareness. We need to help
maritime law enforcement
better understand things
such as: what is coming into
their jurisdiction, where is it
coming from and where is it
destined. This type of infor-
mation will enhance the
ability to take action and
focus areas of investigations.

WWhhaatt  rroollee  hhaass  TThhee  SSeeccuurriittyy
NNeettwwoorrkk  ppllaayyeedd  iinn  ttyyiinngg  SSaann

DDiieeggoo  ttoo  tthhee  CCaannaaddiiaann  llaaww
eennffoorrcceemmeenntt  aanndd  ffiirrsstt--
rreessppoonnddeerr  iinndduussttrryy??

Attending the annual
Security Summit is valuable
for Canadian companies to
gain feedback on their prod-
ucts or services from global
experts. Partners, end-users
and buyers can explain their
needs and concerns directly,
creating a powerful culture
for product development.

The Security Summit also
facilitates incredible dia-
logue between attendees
who are rich and hungry
with ideas. These conversa-
tions benefit the entire
industry and contribute to
fulfilling The Security
Network’s most important
role: fast tracking of ideas
into actionable solutions for
the law enforcement and
responder markets. Each
event has a strong focus on
commercialization of tech-
nologies, and that is a
unique aspect of the group.

SSoouurrccee  CCooddee::  2200008811111100ccrrcc


